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(Not a MUST ROOK nor a DARK HORSE in the lot. The Rose Franken, ANOTHER 
CLAUDIA (Farrar & Rinehart) is a sure renter; THE SEA IS SO WIDE doesn't measure up 
to Evelyn Eaton's best (Harper); the new Vardis Fisher, DARKNESS AND THE DEEP (Van- 
guard) is a by-blow. I liked GOOD-BYE MY SON, by Marjorie Coryn (Appleton-—Century) 
but can't see it as a big seller. So — here's for the record - below.) 
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Coryn, Marjorie GOOD-BYE MY SON Appleton—Century 
























* I confess at the start that I'm not a Napoleon fan. Perhaps that makes it 
mean more that I found this fictionized account of his relations with his mother and 
his family fascinating and absorbing reading. Madame Letizia Bonaparte was one of his— 
tory's great women; to her, her second living son, Napoleon, was never First Consul, 
never Emperor, scarcely even a General. He was always her intractable, difficult, 
brilliant, erratic son, not attractive in appearance, except when he smiled, not as 
brilliant as her favorite, Lucien, nor as stable as her dull Joseph. When he was in 
trouble, she stood by him; at other times, she alone controlled him, if only momentar- 
ily. He adored her — was jealous and bitter and generous in turns. And it is through 
her story, as she faces widowhood and a large family, and sees them through a stormy 
history, that the reader comes to know them as rarely, in books that are, perhaps, 

more profound scholarship. Marjorie Coryn has breathed fresh vigor into a story that 
never quite stales. She's made it good history, good biography, and above all, good 
reading. Perhaps the selling slant is that here is the inside story of another ruth- 
less conqueror, of another period of storm-torn worlds, made timely and human and real. 
Sell it to anyone who wants (a) a book not about the war; (b) good biographical—histor- 
ical fiction. The publishers are backing it as their big book. $2.75 





February 11 
Haedrich, Marcel BARRACK 3 ROOM 12 Reynal & Hitchcock 


Reflective, analytical, severely honest, this is an unaccented record of 

life in a German prison camp as experienced by an assorted handful of Frenchmen in 
Barrack 3, Room 12. Save for a transposition of namesy one can assume it to be non- 
fictional, and it should appeal to those who appreciated Koestler'’s Dialogue with Death, 
Haedrich lacks Koestler's brilliant introversion, but gives a sharp sense of this 
life of exile, imprisonment, monotony; the magnitude of trifles, the return to the 
' petty and the primitive as the men are thrown back on "essential preoccupations..... 

shunger, cold, fear"; the idealization of women and wives and children, the quest for 
| God, the few sustaining hopes and make—believes; and paramount, the destitution of de- 
{ feat. It is significant, though somewhat limited in appeal. Unfortunately, a too 
| @ literal piece of translation makes it seem awkward in the reading. $2-50 
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February 15 


Van Doren, Mark TILDA Holt 


Strange, slight story which, for all its simplicity, is a little unreal. 
Tilda ia 21, living at home with her father and two younger brothers whom she has vir- 
tually brought up and to whom she represents common sense, security, and kindness. 
These qualities are sensed in her by John, who first notices her from his balcony 
across the street and thinks he finds in her again the young wife he has lost. John 
is close to a nervous crack—-up; he overstays his leave from the Army, tells her the 
story of H4rriet, who had died; eventually through Tilda he gets back to normal. She 
sends him back to his C 0 — both of them sharing hopes of a future together. Romance, 
with touches of whimsy here and there, but no great distinction or originality. Mark 


Van Doren seems to this reader more successful in the role of either poet or critic. 
$2.50 





Cowdin, Evelyn ALL WE HAVE BUILT MS. Mill 


Multi-problemed light novel for conservative tastes, and for renters who 
prefer a family story of adjustments to glamourous romance. This is the story of a 
second marriage, as Philip, divorced from Sheila, gay, petulant, beautiful and wilful, 
seeks companionship and security in marriage with Anne. Anne finds it a tough assign- 
ment, both as second wife and stepmother to spoiled five-year-old Mary, particularly 
when Sheila reappears and disrupts the pattern. Sheila makes a play to get Mary back, 
but M@ry takes things into her own hands and chooses Anne and a home. Goodish. $2.00 


- 


Fetruary 17 (narel_ > 7° 
Eaton, Evelyn THE SEA IS SO WIDE Harper 


A competent historian who knows her chosen background — Nova Scotia - once 
again fails to recapture the zest and flavor of her first book Quietly My Captain 
Waits, Unfortunately, too, she has this time chosen a subject that has become hack= 
neyed through much telling, ever since Longfellow popularized it in fvangeline, i.e. 
the story of the deportation of the peaceful Acadians from the valleys they had made 
prosperous in New France, and kept under sufferance when England took over. This is a 
story of one pair of star-crossed lovers, - Barbe, eldest daughter of one of the lead- 
ing Acadians, and Starr, young idealist among the English officers, who seals his own 
doom when he ventures to intervene and save the cruel edict from being carried out. 

He recognizes the motives behind it, — the cupidity of some of the English, the per- 
sonal bias of others. His efforts were fruitless; Barbe and her father were sent to 
Virginia, the rest of the family were scattered, and years passed before Starr won his 
own freedom and - after abandoning his search, found them in Williamsburg. A pleasant 
tale, with colorful and authentic details of background and life, but with wai gO 
figures against the backdrop. $2. 


February 18 
Muskett, Netta CANDLE IN THE SUN Liveright 


Meriel, "ice maiden", thaws at last when she meets Kerry while she is trav- 
eling in Germany, and — loving for the first time, marries him as an expedient to get’ 
out of the country when war breaks. Kerry stays behind -— and on her return to England 
she learns to her horror that he is the New Lord Haw Haw. Work as a war nurse, loss 
of both parents, a continued siege on the part of Kerry,-ali help mature her, as she 
vainly fights her still persistent attraction. Finally, Kerry wins - she takes him 
on fajth+and only then does she learn that he is part of England's Intelligence Service. 
Very lush slush for rentals chiefly. $2.50 
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February 19 
Harris, Bernice Kelly SWEET BEULAH LAND Doubleday, Doran 


The third of Mrs. Harris’ regional novels of the South, dealing this time 
with what is virtually a blueprint of a community, an extensive small scale map of the 
static South, with only occasional sparks to show hope for the future. It lacks the 
sense of acid pan profile of individuals, which one felt in Purslane and Portulaca; 
but its scope is broader, its story more comprehensive. Rootless Lan is infatuated 
with Alicia, bred to the dignity of land-ownership, but spoiled and unable to accept 
Lan's directness, honesty and humanity. He learns to love the land and its people, he 
makes his own life as a small shopkeeper, and through his friendship with half-wild 
Bit, unwanted child, he finds in his need for him excuse not to become again enmeshed 
in Alicia's offer to take him back. As background for their story, there are the var- 
ious levels of community life, - the big land owners, who through moral and emotional 
isolation provide scandal and tragedy; there are white sharecroppers, futilely striving 
to exist; there are the ruthless exploiters; there are the Negroes and their place in 
a white world. Again she shows her ability to delineation, not sparingly, region and 


people. Market -— for those who like regional material, this is good. $2.75 
February 227" ff) lane QO 
P 4 
Colver, Anne MR. LINCOLN'S WIFE LG Farrar & Rinehart 


A novelized biography of Mary Todd Lincoln that is an understanding, if 
sad, portrait of the woman, as wife, mother and First Lady. Against the background of 
the Todd family and what they stood for, Mary's persistent determination to marry 
Abraham Lincoln and none other overcomes even his doubts as to its wisdom. Her faith 
wavers, now and again, but his election finally vindicates her, and she has her chance 
to escape. But her early tempers, irritations, selfishness become the First Lady no 
better than the small town wife, and Washington society accentuates her isolation, while 
the soul-searing problems of the President drive them further apart. Frustrated by her 
abortive efforts to find a place, by her son Todd's death, and the results of keeping 
Robert outof the Army, culminate in the assassination — and her last link with reality 
is broken. There is no cloaking of her shortcomings, but this is a good job of family 
life and marriage and a wholly human picture of a strange woman. $2.50 


February 24 
Kahn, Joan TO MEET MISS LONG Lippincott 


An adequate "also ran" and little more, this New York "Junior Miss" - which 
somehow never takes wings as does Sally Benson's young heroine. When her mother is 
called away, Ellen and her younger brother and her father are left to the tender mer-— 
cies of young Aunt Louise. Ellen and Tommy decide to marry her off, and she disappoints 
them by quarreling with their candidate. Then there are Ellen's dates with boys, a 
dance and a new dress, a standup, Christmas present buying, Louise unpopular plan for 
a party which comes off better than the youngster dared expect - and finally, their 
mother's return on Christmas and the announcement of their aunt's engagement to the 
man they had picked. Well enough — but lacks the vital spark. $2.00 


February 25 
Mackay, Margaret Mackprang FOR ALL MEN BORN John Day 


The author of three books set in China switches to present-day Hawaii with 
a story which is largely love, with its share of flag waving, and a superficiality 
that was not true of her first novels. Competent light novel, but marred by bursts of 
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sentiment, which may, however, widen its rantal popularity. Katherine Lathrop, homeward 
bound from China, stops off in Hawaii and stays as house guest with the autocratic 

Mrs. Anbrose, whose household includes an Austrian Professor (a refugee), and English 
child evacuee, and Japanese servants in whom she has implicit trust, to her grief, and 
Peter, her grandson, attractive, impetuous. Katherine suspects him of volatility and 
fights her love for him, but she capitulates, and December 7th is set for the wedding. 
Then comes Pearl Harbor, with Peter in the thick of action - a postponed wedding —- and 
separation, as Peter goes off on a dangerous mission. Good enough "pop". $2.50 


February 25 


Stevenson, D.E. CELIA'S HOUSE Farrar & Rinehart 


Pleasant family picture, slight on plot and long on atmosphere, in a romance 
of Scotland, a place and its inhabitants. Old Celia leaves Dunnian to a child as yet 
unborn, cutting off Mark, the eldest son, who alone of the family knows of it. Deb, 

a distant relative, comes to Dunnian, instinctively hates it — but -— through Mark's 
eyes and words, learns to love it and through Dunnian, to love Mark. Tessa, too, has 

a claim on Mark — but she learns that it is really Dunnian she wants, which leaves him 
free for Deb. Young Celia, cut off from savoring her inheritance by the war, finds 

an overseas family connection to carry on Dunnian's faded glories. Less humor and 
originality than some of her earlier books, but a pleasant story. $2.50 


Fisher, Vardis DARKNESS AND THE DEEP Vanguard 


A murky book, which does not seem to belong in any part of Vardis Fisher's 
pattern. I found it exceedingly unpleasant re@ding, and almost consistently bad taste. 
if he felt that it was necessary to explore the primitive gropings from instinctive 
sex urges of Neanderthal man to his first breaks with animal inheritance and his dis- 
covery of another level of emotional life, why didn't he doit as a scientific study, 
get it out of his system, and resist the temptation to impose his searchings on his 
public in the form of a novel. Let those who seek this knowledge find it in The Golden 
Bough ete. Maybe I'm old-fashioned and conservative, but I don't think the novel is 


a vehicle for intimate details of primitive sex life. $2.50 
Febreary V7? arte 
Stephenson, Geneva MELODY IN DARKNESS Macmillan 


A tale of the life of highways and byways of 18th century England, as blind 
Will Jory, sidetracked from the musical world he had chosen by the accidant of Falkirk, 
joins the mystery maiden, Margaret Fletcher, in a mad flight before sinister forces on 
to the London of her vicious father's underworld. It is a story that recalls some 
of the more sinister aspects of a later period (the trading in children depicted in 
And So, Victoria, for instance). A crowded canvas - characters, incident, the hurly 
burly of fairs, markets, coaches, inns, gypsy encampments the outer fringe of the 
theatre, thieves and beggars and wastrels, political dissemblers, officers of the law, 
dealers in illicit traffic of human beings, the flotsam and jetsam of a world just 
emerging from the dark ages. The story itself is a slight one, as Meggie, Will Jory, 
and the gifted young singer, half-gypsy, who is their guide, trace an adventurous 


course. Belongs to the Farnol tredition, stripped of rosy spectacles. $2.50 
Franken, Rose ANOTHER CLAUDIA Farrar & Rinehart 
° Return engagement of an established charmer, ingenuous, illogical, ingrat- 


{ating Claudia whose experiences have universal appeal. There is less levity this time, 
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as 1941 brings mounting disasters. David has money worries, and Claudia tries to allev- 
late them by astrology; the children get flu; the house catches fire; Claudia proves 

to be a coward about caterpillars but a heroine when faced with a real emergency. 

Major trouble comes, however, when David enlists after Pearl Harbor, and Claudia has a 
miscarriage. Only David's overseas' orders make her come back to facing bigger is- 

sues with her old spirit. Familiar fiascos, fallibilities et al transposed with dex- 


terity and a captivating sense of people and situation. $2.50 
Marneh-& rosy") 
Slaughter, Frank G. AIR SURGEON . Doubleday, Doran 


More sex than surgery in the story of the two Thomas brothers —- and the 
girl they both love. Craig Thomas, air surgeon, reserved, severe, shy, loves Jean Hal- 
stead married to his kid brother, Larry. Larry drinks too much, fools around with a 
blonde and all too eager nurse, is grounded, and eventually cracks up. Craig operates 
and saves Larry's life, but not his sight, and Larry chooses a way out. This will rent, 
to be sure, as his other novels have done, but there are some burleycue bits that make 
it no dice for most public libraries. se $2.50 


S 
Meret ss | "et 4/23 


Maclean, Catherine Macdonald THE THARRUS THREE \ Macmillan 





More of Seven for Cordelia (a beguiling tale of evacuees in Scotland, ob- 
viously based on fact - see page 602 in issue of December 1st, 1941) - and just as 
pleasing. A Scots lady and her husband continue their stormy guardianship of Jock, 
Rab and Jockie, contend with the difficulties of war time farming, and make Tharrus 
a home to be remembered. Jock early declares his loyalty to the farm; Rab'’s sunny 
ways and Jockie's daft ones provide their share to the household. There are feasts 


and holidays, there are the round of farm evénts, there is a newcomer in Cockney Tom- 
MYe $2.50 


March 26 


Rives, Fern FRIDAY, THANK GOD Putnam 


A good first novel and nice reading, in a woman's story of personal and 
pedagogical problems in a typical city high school. The central character is Allison 
Bourdet, teacher of English and French, gracious, generaus and attractive, and mediat— 
or of difficulties, adult and adolescent. She is loved by Jeff Ward, the principal, 
who is married and has two children, but is willing to give up his marriage for her. 

But in her background is patient Ash, who in the end wins out, after ten years' waiting. 
The story traces a week's span in the school term, during which occur a shooting and 

a Red scandal, the question of the ouster of an incompetent teacher, the emancipation 
of a much dominated brother from his half crazed sister, and finally the adjustment 

of Allison's own problems. Well done — and should be a good library item. $2,50 


One Last Yinute Arrival for January 18 


Perdix, Elizabeth A SHIELD LIES OVER Creative Age 


Extreme stylization for a completely intellectual approach to the rebirth of 
one Jorris Traygh, orphan, playwright, of great beauty, now in process of being div- 
orced. He has been in an almost fatal accident, and as he comes back into the land of 
the living, he meets his past, the life he has lived, his friends, his marriage, his 
present. Wholly introspective are his relations with lecherous Draper, his white 















January 15, 1943 Fictton - 24 - 





daughter; Persephone, his deaf wife; his colored sons, Lothar and Emmanuel; and his 
efforts towards understanding Lothar's attempt to kill him, as he strives to fit the 
members of the household into the pattern of his pain. Eventually comes the climax, 
when everything falls apart and a new pattern emerges, to spell hig future....The pub-— 
lishers call this "an original", based on the légend of Baldur. Our guess is the gen- 
eral public won't give a whoop, while some critics may give it space for style and psy- 


chological penetration, and us lowbrows grow aweary at the struggle to keep it unusual. 
$2.50 










MYSTERIES AND WESTERNS 






January 29 































Sterling, Stewart DOWN AMONG THE DEAD MEN Putnam 


Brawny, belligerent and sort of unappetizing, this blend of waterfront dives 
and dialogue setting off complications among wealthy shipping line, a missing son, a 
nymphomaniac daughter-in-law, and a Nazi angle. The author of Five Alarm Funeral goes 
over to the New York Harbor Police when Lt. Koski, of the Marine Division, gets bits 
and pieces comprising a corpse, and has problems of identification as well as solution. 
We found it one we could have gladly missed. $2.00 


February 25 


Mace, Merlda HEADLONG FOR MURDER ; Messner 
ry Diverting but unsubstantial mystery of three killings, a new poison, and a 
double handful of suspects. To protect her vacation, working gal Chris plays dumb 


about the body she has found, but murder trails her to Connecticut, where double mascul- 
ine attention and chasing of clues keep her busy being more trouble to the police. $2.00 


March 1 
Lees, Hannah & DEATH IN THE DOLL'S HOUSE Random House 
Backmann, Lawrence 
* This is a good one — original, with a clever — but credible — psychological 


twist, a good novel as well as a good mystery. Dr. Black Farragon is the interferring 
amateur detective who gums up the professinnals in his determination to prove his old 
friend's innocence of the murder of his wife, and to save the sanity of a child., There's 


a bit of romance in the hospital background. $2.00 
March 11 
Fuller , Timothy THIS IS MURDER, MR. JONES Little, Brown 


Another Jupiter Jones story, with a popular slant in its radio set-up. The 
owner of a serial This Is Murder stages one episode in an empty house, scene of an 
unsolved murder. And he is himself murdered between the first run and the Coast run. 
Jones is in the audience - but he does "his stuff" to his own confusion and perplexity- 
and only a close call to death himself gives him the needed answer in time. Good build- 


up, but the author almost gets caught in his own mesh, and the finale is weak. $2. 00 
dhe March 15 
Litvinoff, Ivy MOSCOW MYSTERY Coward, McCann 







Once having bridged the gap in pace, between American mysteries and Russian 
(if this is typical), this is a reasonably good yarn of the old schooli— with the 





_ 
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corpse and weapon obvious; official authorities brought in at once to muddle along; 

a newspaper man, up from the streets himself, and a gang of wild boys with whom he is 
in touch contribute valuable assistance, while members of the police force trace each 
clue and each channel assiduously, and arrest an adequate number of innocent people; 
casual notes and indiscreet letters help them along, and finally, the murderer is ex- 
posed, and happily disposed of. Authentic background of modern Russia is there but not 
too palpably. And the identity of the author as Madame Litvinoff adds a certain spice. 


March 19 
Olsen, D. B. CATSPAW FOR MURDER Doubleday, Doran 


Miss Rachel, the spinster with an inquisitive nose for murders, again con- 
founding her friend Lt. Mayhew with her unorthodox investigation of two killings in the 
Californis mountains. Protecting the granddaughter of an old friend, incurring danger 
at every move, the 70-year old makes a clean sweep for the Lieutenant. Adequate.$2.00 


Rea, M.P. DEATH OF AN ANGEL Doubleday, Doran 


The Chicago Dunbarton, MacGregor department store, at the height of the 
Christmas rush in the toy section, forms the getting for two killings, in which Lt. Pow- 
ledge rummages around in the lives of all those connected with the store to find his 
killer. Crossed and finally aided by the sister of one of the corpses, he catches the 
murderer and ties up all the loose threads. Fair. $2.00 


NON-FICTION 
MUST BOOKS 
February 25 Prowl | 
Reynolds, Quentin DRESS REHEARSAL Random House 


* Quentin Reynolds has been uneven in his writings; this I think ranks with 
The Wounded Don't Cry, at the top of his list. It has the punch —- and the drama - and 
the tenderness - and the human quality. Perhaps evidence of the way it struck me is 
this:- I was reading it on a suburban New-York-—bound train; I walked rapidly through 
Grand Central, took the shuttle across to Times Square and was so absorbed that I rode’ 
back again to the Grand Central. To me the clamor of battle was more real than the 
clamor of subway rush hour....Where does it differ from other reporter's stories of 
the moment in which all of us are surfeited? First, in sense of selection of material 
from the wealth with which he was doubtless confronted, and ability to present it so 
as to give color and pace, without sacrificing accuracy of detail and a feel of an 
overall picture; second, the realization of the importance of conveying the signifi- 
cance of the Dieppe raid as a "dress rehearsal" and part of the answer to the demand 
for a second front. Profiles of the leaders -— bits about men as well as officers - 
cross sectioning events and people — all earmark this for popular success. I thought 
it was swell! $2.00 Y 


Good News for Confidence in Upturn of Quality 


A readable story of an army nurse in I SERVED ON BATAAN, by Lt. Juanita Redmond (Lip- 
pincott); a much needed study of THE ENGLISH PEOPLE by Dennis W. Brogan (Knopf); third 
panel in the Mencken autobiography, HEATHEN DAYS (Xnopf); Harold Ickes’ AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
OF A CURMUDGEON (Reynal & Hitchcock); and a “dark horse" biography of a psychic marvel 
THERE IS A RIVER, by Thomas Sugrue (Holt). Not bad, thus early in the year. Reports 
below. 
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PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
February 1 
Magill, Roswell THE IMPACT OF FEDERAL TAXES Columbia Univ. Press 


A fair and readable appraisal of current tax system, with constructive sug- 
gestions for ultimate improvements. Three main points are set up as criteria:-—adequate 
yield, simplicity and economy of administration, and fairness. He discusses the effects 
of taxes (income, inheritance, estate and gift taxes ) on the family; the effects of 
corporation and excess profit taxes on business; the functioning of the Bureau of In- 
ternal Revenue. He goes briefly into the pros and cons of sales taxes, spending taxes, 


current income taxes, enforced savings, etc. A useful book for the layman. $3.00 
Pebruary-to” faie/’e Ss 

Lardner, John SOUTHWEST PASSAGE: THE YANKS IN THE PACIFIC Lippincott 

* Ring Lardner's son, sports columnist for the North America Newspaper Alliance 


and for Newsweek, was one of the first four correspondents to get to Australia after 
Pearl Harbor. And he puts all his special qualifications into the job, and turns out a 
colloquial, newsy, human story, the first close-up picture of the Yanks in Australia 
that we have had. Men and boys will eat it up -— it’s a natural, with no literary pre- 
tensions, and with all the details of off-duty occupations that give color and flavor. 
As a war picture, it doesn't rank with some of the others. But he hasn't been scooped. 
Australia becomes a real place as you read; and there are a lot of families who have 
boys over there who'll want this book. New Guinea and New Zealand, too, shius ee 

ee 
LoLordo, Vincent & LEGAL PROTECTION Messner 
Brown, Victoria FOR THE SERVICE MAN AND HIS FAMILY 


This 1s a "must book" for public libraries, where the demand for information 
about the rights and privileges - from the legal angle - of the service man and his 
family are certain to be daily problems. Since the passage of the Selective Service 
Act of 1940, questions have been studied and rulings made; this is an analysis of such 
rulings as they effect rent, insurance, contracts, installment buying, storage charges, 
mortgages, taxes, alimony, family allotments, and so on. There is also a survey of 
state marriage laws, in so far as they would relate to the possibility of marriage at 
brief notice. An appendix contains the text of the Act and the Ammendments. $1.00 


February 15 


Barbeau, Marius & Melvin, Grace THE INDIAN SPEAKS Caxton 


A collection of Indian songs, stories, legends and myths made by the Ethnolo- 
ist of the National Museum of Canada, and illustrated by the head of the department of 
design of the Vancouver School of Art, are assured of authenticity. The imagination 
and tradition of various tribes (Rocky Mountain, Blackfeet, Iroquois, etc.) are reflect— 
ed as well as the dignity and simplicity of an unappreciated race. A book for stud- 
ents, and for reference purposes, primarily; it lacks the flavor necessary for general 
interest. $3.00 


Pebruary 7 Ppa ch 3. 
Redmond, Lt. Juanita I SERVED ON BATAAN Lippincott 
This ~ so far as I know — is the first army nurse's story. The experiences, 


simply told, and with no insistence on either the horrors or the heroism of the ordeal, 
make holding reading. First in Manila, then Bataan, where an emergency hospital was 
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created from nothing; evacuation just in time, and another provisional hospital created; 
problems of shortage of supplies, food and drugs, complications of malaria and gangrene, 
stories of the wounded and their stoicism, and finally the story of the deliberate bomb-— 
ing of the hospital which left only 65 beds out of 1600. The fall of Bataan - the fall 
of Corregidor - and the escape of the nurses who were flown out during the last hours 
of the Philippine stand. This should find wide popular interest, not only in the pro- : 
fession. Rien. $t. 75 en 
Pebruary—t0— 2p rik j 


Nathan, George Jean BEWARE OF PARENTS: A Bachelor's Book for Children Farrar & Rinehart 


Suave, sophisticated nonsense which shows up parents and wises up their prog- 
eny on a variety of things, proving -— conclusively - that mother doesn't always know 
best, but is generally misguided, misinformed and a little silly. Parental fallacies 
and fallibilities about Santa Claus, culture, tonsils, eternal verities, piano playing, 
smoking, drinking, sex, slang, washing, education, and so on. The Whitney Darrow, Jr. 
illustrations should be just the right trimming. (Would advise for parents, not for 


children! ) $1.50 
Retrrary~+ Rogs cd o> - Orval 2 
Flikke, Col. Julia 0. NURSES IN ACTION: The Story of the Army Nurses’ Corps Lippincott 





Lippincott seems to be on the inside track with this material. This was less 
good reading than the Redmond book (Page 26). Perhaps it is definitely keyed to the 
professional market, though it should have been made interesting for all readers — and 
isn't. Historical background, from the early days of wartime nursing during the Revolu- 
tion and the Civil War; the official establishment of the Corps in 1901, and the for- 
mation of the Corps School in 1918. Covers steps towards becoming a nurse, qualifica-— 
tions, equipment, uniform, the do's and don'’t'’s. Aspects of nursing, ranging from lei- 
sure and recreation to active service as experienced on Bataan. Brief resumé of affil- 
iated units in the Navy, in the Veteran Administration, in the Indian Service. Adequate 
but uninspired. Ollivr> | $2.50 ue 


February-2 lé 
va | OP hen 5 P 
Wintringham, Tom Vis - 1 i, WEAPONS AND TACTICS Houghton, Mifflin 


The author of New Ways of War surveys the history of weapons 4nd tactics as 
it relates to the histories of wars and conquests. He maintains that there are no un- 
changing principles, simply tendencies within periods, which repeat themselves in tew 
forms, ~ such tendencies as mobility, hitting power, protection. He turns back the 
pages of history to 1086, when chivalry (in armor) conquered England. The pattern of 
development is complicated by fortifications and transport developments, by political 
and economic factors. The decisive weapon may achieve victory -— as the machine gun did 
in 1914-18; as tanks and planes will in this war, operated under the new infiltration 
principle of tactics. Spain was the proving ground; new defensive tactics and guerilla 
warfare are vital elements in the overall picture. A book for armchair strategists - 


and for professionals who need to recognize the inevitabliity of change. $2.75 
anit le 

Brogan, Dennis W. THE ENGLISH PEOPLE Knopf 

¥ This is an important and much needed book, though its market will not be easy 


to tap. It is an enlightened, well-informed, level study of the English through their 
institutions, attitudes and traditions. He deals with past and present; he feels that 
the golden age of English complacency ended in 1914, and that English super~confidence, 
immunity to criticism, and nationalism are on the wane, But he avoids prophecies. The 
main factors of pre-war English life of which he treats are these:- aducation, with the 
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public school the bulwark of class distinction; religion, with the Church of England 
as a vague but secure force; democracy, which offers freedom of choice in selection of a 
a government with unchecked powers, which sustains inequalities, and maintains a mon- 
archy for social prestige; empire, and the dualistic, abnormal, intricate position to- 
wards India; and finally, the English attitude towards war, and the outside world, and 
particularly towards America. Widely sourced and argumented; pungently presented; 


rewarding (not easy) reading. $3,00 
March 1 

Mencken, H. Le HEATHEN DAYS Knopf 

ad A third panel in the Mencken autobiographical kaleidescope, as the once sear, 


now sage Mencken presents a potpourri of events and personalities from 1890 to 1936. 
This might be a sifting of the wheat from the chaff of material left over from Happy 
Days and Newspaper Days; it is certainly not second string material, for it is fresh 
and entertaining and delightful reading. He tells how the most popular man in the 
neighborhood fell from grace when he went a-cuourting; how a Shetland pony made his life 
and his brother's a misery; he talks of the Y MCA and its effect on him, his career 
at the Baltimore Polytechnic, of early newspaper days, of hangings and press agents 
and musicians; of an abortive fling at the vice-presidencyof the U.S.A., of a theatri- 
cal producer and his girl; of a trip to Europe before the war and an audience with the 
Pope; of prohibition, the Scopes trial, musings on Carthage, on modern Jerusalem, on 
oratorical politicos, and so on. Easy manner, with many a sidelight and excursion to 
provide comfortable and salty old slippers' reading. You've an established market 
there — don't miss it. $3.00 


Nereh—— Sepa eeeriee te 
Stokowski, Leopold MUSIC FOR ALL OF US Simon & Schuster 


We've guessed wrong on some of these tabloid culture books — so we may be 
wrong in this, but it seems to us that there is a downward limit to simplification, 
and this outsimplifies all simplifications of the theory of music for the herd. Pure- 
ly impersonal superficial generalizations acout the basic elements of music, the soul, 
the heart, the universality of music. He touches on the fundamentals of tone, melody, 
rhythm, form, harmony; he treats the subject of performance, — the instruments, the 
orchestra, conducting, recording, broadcasting; finally he relates forms to cultures. 
Possibly there is a lowest common denominator of musical intelligence which this will 


reach. But do they read? $2.50 
March 5 

Sugrue, Thomas THERE IS A RIVER: The Story of Edgar Cayce Holt 

. Holt has done well with out-of-the-run-of-the-mill autobiographies and biog- 


raphies (Ambassadors in White - Who Walk Alone, etc). Here is another, the biography, 
unusual and startling, of a phenomenon, Edgar Cayce, Kentuckian, whose psychic learning 
has confounded scientists. His earliest manifestations, his self cure, his ability to 
memorize while asleep, brought him local fame. This widened when in trances he not 
only diagnosced but suggested remedies that cured neighbors and strangers. Always un- 
der the investigation of doctors, always having ‘to defend his motives, he tried to 

make his living in outside fields and never to take money for cures. He tried to find 
the channel through which to establish a hospital where his gift could be used, but 
every patron who backed him had bad luck, even after the hoppital and adjoining college 
were established -— and were forced to go under. He now ministers to small groups, with 
the loyal help of the wife he cured of tuberculosis, the son he saved from blindness. 
An amazing story, with much that will baffle readers, much that will antagonize those 
to whom psychic manifestations are a bit off the road - but almost anyone will find it 
fascinating. $2.75 
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Ickes, Harold L. THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A CURMUDGEON Reynal & Hitchcock 


This took starts with too many counts against it to be assured of the market 
it should have. The die-hard Republicans, the press, the anti New Dealers, Big Busi- 
ness,—all will pass it up (or pretend to). For he has no sacred cows. He fought dirty 
politics without benefit of a consistent party line,-17 years i: Chicago, and almost as 
many on the national battlefront; he never loses a chance to call a spade a shovel, when 
it is a matter of the Hearst-McCormick-Patterson press, and he gets in a few sly digs at 
the others, most of which have had their turn at him. This is not a conventional per- 
sonal story; there is very little of his personal life, for the stress is almost wholly 
on the steps up the ladder of his chosen field of politics. The final chapters which 
almost alone are personal, (except for his school days and early newspaper days), seem 
out of key. Here's a book with plenty of dynamite, which shows up the shady side of 
politics through a long life; which justifies a reputation for honesty, integrity, 
straight shooting - and fearless bluntness. Much of it is good reading; some of it 


ancient history. $3.00 
; - 
Manette. Cforel S 
Madrigal, Margarita & Ezequias INVITATION TO SPANISH Simon & Schuster 
* This ought to be a pushover, in these days when Spanish is being introduced 


into public school curricula, when a working knowledge of Spanish is accepted as a sine 
gua non to sincere brotherly love between North and South America. For here, at last, 
is a self-teaching method, starting with simple conversations, in which, progressively, 
a vocabulary is built so naturally that the sense (plus the illustrations which I've 
not seen) carries over without reference to the vocabulary dt the end of the book. 
Then, after successive lessons along these lines, some elements of grammar are ampli- 
fied, and simple composition or story telling is introduced, followed by more difficult 
reading. Again, a further elaboration of the elements of grammar, so that the working 
knowledge is put into a frame for further self-development. From an outsider's stand- 
point, it seems good. $1.50 


Marctr-Io | / | Afr ae ee 


Fox, Helen Morgenthau GARDENING FOR GOOD EATING Macmillan 


The author of Gardening with Herbs has written a book for the experienced, 
adventurous gardener, who is not satisfied with following beaten tracks, but wants to 
combine with routine gardening, some of the new vegetables, or half-—forgotten vegetables 
Mrs. Fox combines the how-to-—do element with the flavor of adventure; she gives excel- 
lent introductory instructions as to soil preparation; she intersperses her text with 
enticing recipes and suggestions for varied uses; she has a section on pests and dis- 
eases; and she gives one section over to instruction - important today - on storage:- 
the preparation of storage bins, pits, containers, outdoors or in; essential informa— 
tion on kinds of vegetables and fruits to be stored, when, where and how. Fully illus— 
trated, with chapter decorations, informational drawings, plans, etc. by Louise Mans- 
field. t $2.80 


Fox, Ernest F. TRAVELS IN AFGHANISTAN 1937-38 Oye 1p Macmillan 
; ’ 


An engineer and geologist retraces the trails covered in this arid country, 
basing his text on his own journals. The result is a sober, impersonal travelogue, a 
competent guide to the country, an old style travel book, with a modicum of exploration, 
but with none of the spark which has lightened travel books this decade past. From the 
Khyber Pass to Kabul, through Turkistan, across mountains and through valleys, seeking 
gold along the Oxus, finally concluding the journeys with the Helmand Valley and the P 
Panjao Hills. The peoples of these lands are of secondary interest to him; he shows 


them as proud and distinguished in appearance, generally pacific, except towards English. 
Limited. $4,00 
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This is no poptlarization of material - no flavorful title in Rivers of Amer- 
ica, but a serious, somewhat ponderous tome, - factual, historical, economic, geogra- 
phical, political. Solid material for reference or for serious digesting. He covers 
every aspect of the river and the lands it waters: - pre-historic evidence, climates, 
jungles, plant and animal life, the peoples (both Indian and European), the explorers, 
travelers, promoters. He appraises the treasures of the Amazon, now and in the future. 
Then he goes on to a careful study of the six nations, history, politics, mutual col- 
laboration, and relations — past, present and future - with the U.S.A. Certainly not 


Haskins, Caryl P. THE AMAZON Doubleday, Doran 


a book for the casual reader. $4.00 
Ratcliff, John D. ed. SCIENCE YEAR BOOK OF 1943 Doubleday, Doran 
* To me, this annual is one of the best in the field. Perhaps it is because the 


subject of science is pretty much beyond my ken and I don't read as I go in the field, 
an anthology of the best articles that have come out through the year, tracing the ad- 
vance of science, is the perfect way to get a birdseye view. Not least interesting is 
the editor's own introductory chapter, with its highlights of the year's discoveries, 
not covered in the articles he has selected. Of the articles, I, personally, found the 
section on the progress in medicine the most exciting reading; those on agriculture 
next. But probably the enntributions dealing with aeronautics and allied sciences will 
be more widely popular. There is, perhaps, less range of subject matter than last year. 
But it is good reading. $2.50 
March 24 


Denison, Merrill KLONDIKE MIKE: An Alaskan Odyssey Morrow 


Michael Ambrose Mahoney, better known as "Klondike Mike", is almost a legend- 
ary figure, and yet he is alive today, prosperous, prominent, and known from end to end 
of his native Canada. A boyhood and youth spent first nn a Province of Quebec farn, 
then in the woods as a lumberman, prepared him for the hardships of Alaska of the gold 
rush days, when he made and lost fortunes as a freighter, a miner, an adventurer of the 
best Alger type (though his biographer paints him as a he-man, big enough not to have 
vices). Sensational poverty to riches success story, with true nortwest adventure 
background which supplied material to Robert Service and Jack London. His exploits 
make goodreading, even when he came back to Quebec, went in for big business, and made 


a go of it. Illustrated. é a $3.50 
Meneh—2A? ape Olay 2 


Jobim, José BRAZIL IN THE MAKING Macmillan 


A Brazilian economist surveys statistically, the production and potentiali- 
ties of.one of the richest countries in the world. Since war has opened up the Latin- 
American market, forced us to turn to Brazil for essentials formerly supplied by Asia, 
her industrial problems are now as much as ours. Brazil is still operating on a limi- 
ted scale, needs modernized and augmented equipment, more power, chemicals, means of 
transportation. With help from America, she can become a valuable good neighbor. 

Dr. Jobim surveys her resources and their development, and the promise of further re- 


sources. For specialists. $3.50 
Late Comers 


Hayman, Arthur I..& Preece,Harold LIGHTING UP LIBERIA Creative Age 


With Liberia as an action front today, there might be more interest in this 
background book than that backward country would otherwise provide. An engineer who 
knows it at first hand tells the story of what is still virtually a slave state. The 
suppression of free thought and action, corrupt law, blackbirding, and American "big 
business" have combined to keep the natives poor and illiterate. Interwoven with 
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socio-political pictures are chapters on various peoples, plantation workers, crafts-— 
men, sects and their rituals, and various individuals. Not a pretty picture this, of 
a so-called Republic. (1/18) $2.50 


Ebvenstein, William THE NAZI STATE Farrar & Rinehart 


For students of government, political theory, etc. this is a good resume of 
the theory and practice of Fascism, a basic boom for background and reference, in which 
a professor delineates "the main forces, institutional and ideological, in the Nazi 
system" — and shows how the system is neither the product of a few men, nor of this 
time, but embedded in their civilization. He uses German sources for the articles, 
tenets, and enactment of the Nazi regime; fundamentals of politics, the government 
structure, the party, legislation and justice, propaganda, the control of culture, ed- 
ucation and religion, the new economy of permanent war, foreign policy, etc. Import— 
ant public library item. $2.75 


Hall, Charles Gilbert HOW A PLANE FLIES Funk & Wagnalls 


This is sub-titled Are You Sure You Know? The answer is No. And I'm afraid 
it would take more than a book, even a book as clearly planned and developed as this, 
to clarify for working knowledge such topics as What makes a plane fly; What a pilot 
must know; How are airways followed; Basic principles of the radio beam, flying instru- 
ments, weather interpretation, etc. Much of the text is developed along the lines of 
the question and answer method; the balance is in a chatty, conversational style. To- 
day's air-minded children would probably find it fascinating. Unfortunately, it is 
a badly made book, with the kind of binding that refuses to stay open without cracking. 
Illustrated. $2.00 


Beveridge, Sir William SOCIAL INSURANCE AND ALLIED SERVICES Macmillan 


This isn't a report -— or a review ~— but simply an announcement that Macmillan 
has issued the much publicized and already much reviewed Beveridge Report. There was 
no advance material — hence its omission. The reviews and news comments are sufficient 
to call attention to this imperative survey of England's proposed social legislation, 
designed to give the English ideals towards which to aim, virtually a new Economic Con- 
stitution and Bill of Rights. If you've not already started selling it, start now! 
Paper. $1.00 


Haven, Charles T. A COMPREHENSIVE SMALL ARMS MANUAL Morrow 


} 
\ { 


bound, pamphlet format for a glorified sort of catalogue of small arms, 
for use by state guards, home defense units, and various civilian defense set-ups where 
drill and practice with the older types of arms to be found in private possession is - 
or should be ~— or may well become an integral part of civilian training. Types — op- 
eration - advantages and disadvantages ~— loading -— firing - ammunition - care -— gener- 
al instruction. $1.50 


McInnis, Edgar THE WAR Third Year Oxford Univ. Press 


An annual, and a useful one; this volume covers September 30, 1941 to Septem- 
ber 1942, an accurate, well-coordinated, eminently readable history of the war. From a 
wealth of available material on the facts of events, a book such as this may well stand 
as a permanent record, though we shall have to wait until after the war, to know what 
pulled the strings. Chronological arrangement makes it valuable as a quick referenge 
book. The period spanned was a year of delay, disappointment, bitter surprises « byt 
marks a turning point. Introduction by Walter Millis. $2.00 


Platt, Robert S. LATIN AMERICA Countrysides & United Regions Whittlesey House 


A geography, modern style, which deals with each country as a unit, and then 
attempts to analyze the character and individuality of the regions through individual 
sketches. Illustrated with photographs (good ones), maps, diagrams. The jacket gives 
an external appearance of a book for the general public; the inside is definitely text 
book in arrangement, general appearance, type of paper, weight. $5.00 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 










‘Appleton-Century 







Corbett, Elizabeth — EXCUSE ME MRS. MEIGS — definite date 2/17 626 
Crowell 

Michaelis, Re. — FROM BIRD CAGE TO BATTLE PLANE —- from 3/15 to 2/25 17 

Robbins, Ase Re ~ 100 MEAT SAVING RECIPES ~ definite date 2/25 12 






Wheeler-Nicholson, Maj. Me. - ARE WE WINNING THE HARD WAY — from 1/27 to 2/24 615 
Doubleday, Doran 








































Farrington, S. Ke Jr. — RAILROADING FROM THE HEAD END - from 1/22 to 2/5 614 
Moats, Alice Leone — BLIND DATE WITH MARS — from 1/22 to 2/10, Price from 
$2.50 to $3.00 10 
Wilson, Edmund - THE SHOCK OF RECOGNITION - from 2/19 to 3/19 15 
Duell Sloan & Pearce 
Borkin & Welsh — GERMANY'S MASTER PLAN — correct date 1/28 10 
Campbell, Grace - THORN-APPLE TREE — correct date 1/28 1 
Fleming, B. — COLONEL EFFINGHAM'S RAID - definite date 2/19 3 
Greenhood, David — THE HILL - from 2/18 to 3/26 2 
Maier, William -— SPRING FLIGHT — from 2/? to 3/5 4 
Maisel, A. Q. ~ MIRACLES OF MILITARY MEDICINE — definite date 1/2 636 
Peterson, H. -— THE D.A.'S DAUGHTER — from 2/18 to 2/26 7 
Vaughan, Hilda — PARDON AND PEACE — definite date 1/29 587 
Farrar & Rinehart 
Allen, Harvey — THE FOREST AND THE FORT — from 2/? to 3/25 626 
Freeman, Joseph — NEVER CALL RETREAT — from 1/30 to 3/8 622 
Howe, H. F. — PROLOGUE TO NEW ENGLAND — from 2/8 to 4/15 13 
Pine, Hester — THE WALTZ IS OVER — from 2/? to 2/15 626 
€ Saxton, Mark - THE YEAR OF AUGUST - from 2/4 to 2/11 624 
Schwarz, Le. We — Ede — MEMOIRS OF MY PEOPLE - from 1/4 to 1/21 570 


Wildes, H.E. — TWIN RIVERS —- from 2/15 to 2/25. Illus. by Angelo di Benedetto 13 
Houghton Mifflin 


Caspary, Vera - LAURA — from 1/19 to 1/23 558 

Cloete, Stuart -— CONGO SONG - from 1/7 to 2/16. March Literary Guild Selection 607 

MacLeish, Archibald - A TIME TO ACT — Price from $2.00 to $2.50 9 

Oakes, Vanya — WHITE MAN'S FOLLY —- from 1/13 to 1/26 613 

Raine, W. M. — HELL AND HIGH WATER — from 2/? to 3/? 7 

Standen, A. — INSECT INVADERS — from 1/26 to 2/? Price from $3.00 to $3.50 615 

Knopf 

Brennan, F. H. — MEMO TO A FIRING SQUAD — from 1/18 to 2/1 586 
Fergusson, Erna — CHILE — from 3/1 to 2/15. Note correct spelling author's 

name 16 

, Fortune & Burton — ELIZABET NEY — Price from $3.50 to $3.00 618 

Hall, H. D. & others -— THE BRITISH COMMONWEALTH AT WAR —- from 3/1 to 4/19 

This is the correct author reference. 616 

Kahn, Dr. Fritz — MAN IN STRUCTURE AND FUNCTION — from 2/1 to 4/5 616 

Siodmak, Curt — DONOVAN'S BRAIN - from 1/4 to 2/15 585 


Little Brown 
Lerner, Max — Ed. — THE MIND AND FAITH OF JUSTICE HOLMES — correct price $4,00 17 






Queen, Ellery - THERE WAS AN OLD WOMAN — from 2/4 to 2/25 6 
Macmillan 

Gabrielson, I.N. ~— WILDLIFE REFUGES — from 2/9 to 8-12 637 
Random House 

Atwater, M.-H. -— SKI-PATROL (J) - from 3/? to 4/1 34 

& Behrman, S. N. — THE PIRATE — from 2/1 to 1/25 639 

James, Selwyn — SOUTH OF THE CONGO — from 1/29 to 1/25 11 
Scribner 

Thomason, J. W. — AND A FEW MARINES — from 2/? to 3/? 627 
Viking 






Faston, Robert — THE HAPPY MAN — definite date 2/19 
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PICTURE STORY BOOKS 
Hogan, Inez THE MONKEY TWINS Dutton 


This is a more than another Twin book by this well-known author—-illustrator, 
for she has more of a message to deliver. In the heart of the jungle the animals are 
suddenly all terrified for a bomb falls in their midst. This forces them to organize, 
work together, learn new words like rumor, camouflage, fire-warden. The obstreperous 
little monkeys are taught the dangers of false reports and why all must help for the 
safety of the jungle folk. (1/22) $1- 00 


STORY ROOKS FOR THE 9-12's 
DuBois, Theodora BANJO THE CROW Houghton, Mifflin 


What joy for Tommy and Ellen to have their parents bring home a young crow 
to be their special pet,— a pleasure for all except critical, asthmatic Aunt Mary. This 
is a rather everyday story told in a prosy style, perfectly adequate, but not anything 
exciting. Illustrated by Helen Torrey. (S55 Wwarek lo $2.00 
36 
FOR THE 12-15 YEAR OLDS--Ficttion 


Chapman, Maristan TRAIL BEYOND THE ROCKIES Appleton-Century 


Another Glen Hazard story but this one is for the girls. While this is never 
one of our favorite series, it may prove popular though not noteworthy. The girls are 
lured from eastern Tennessee to Rucker, Arizona, by a strange advertisement in the local 
paper. Out West they run into terrific adventure and are thoroughly mixed up with a 
spy whose aim is to destroy the copper mine. (Feb.) 2© $2.00 


Simmons, Margaret Irwin SALLY SEQSE WINS HER WINGS Crowell 


Utterly discouraged, just fired from a good job in a smart dress shop on 
57th Street, Sally has the good fortune to be picked-up in a restaurant by a grand girl 
who helps her to a new position on the "Enterprise", a national magazine. In this way 
air-minded Sally is able to earn her extra flying hours and become a commercial pilot. 
With war-clouds thickening she gets a job training men who go off into the Army or 
Navy; after Pearl Harbor this isn't enough and she is sent to England for a more impore 
tant position. A well-turned story showing persistence and courage. (Feb. 23) 

Have just received notice of change of title to Sally Wins Her Wings. $2.00 
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Bunce, William H. WAR=BELTS OF PONTIAC Dutton 


Last Fall we were very keen about Chula, a story of Indian life in early Ten- 
nessee, unusual and well told, though extremely hard to sell. This is by the same 
author, with pictures by I.B. Hazelton. Though fullof fighting and action, it seems 
pretty run-of-the-mill Indian stuff. The hero is a young white boy, a natural woods— 
man, who can talk many native dialects and can carry messages to help save the British 
garrisons from Pontiac's wrath. At an Indian gathering he sees braves from many 
tribes, but here the author fumbles, he lists scores of tribal names to the utter con- 
fusion of the reader. If the volune contained a map showing from what parts of the 
country the various warriors had come, it might all be clearer. And possibly more in- 
teresting. (1/22) $2.00 


Langdale, Hazel Raybold JON OF THE ALBANY BELLE Dutton 


This is the second book by this anthor placed along the Erie Canal, the 

first being Yark of Seneca Basin, This also is illustrated by Sandra James. Here we 
have the story of Jon who receives a strange piece of paper with French writing from 
his dying grandmother. When translated this leads him to search for a kettle of gold. 
which was buried near the Mohawk by his ancestors when the Indians came raiding. While 
on this trail he crosses the path of members of the Underground Railroad who take him 
for a spy and treat him accordingly. After thrilling adventures he finds his family 
treasure and ends up on his beloved boat, the Albany Pelle, A good yarn. (1/22) $2.00 


Wadsworth, Le A. THE MASQUERADE MYSTERY Farrar and Rinehart 


Last Fall this author did a good thriller The Disappearance of Kit Shane, 

an easy seller and an exciting story. In this he tells of Dick who is fleeing across 
Idaho suspected of murder. Inadvertantly he gets into the Snyder-Morgan feud en he 
takes the place of Rafe, a hired man. The mystery is 0.Ke but you will have i watch 
your step because this is a yarn for older boys, don’t let it go out for any younger 
mystery readers. The first fight in Dick's life takes place in a disreputable night. 
club called The Masquerade. A good between age book, possible for some who are already 
reading adult crime stories. (3/4) $2.00 


Atwater, Montgomery M. SKI PATROL Random House 


Any boy with a love of skiing will go for this tale about Brad, the great 
star of Rocky Mountain University, who because of his excellent training under Falkner, 
the Austrian Ski Meister, is able to go off on the terrific search for Sicard, the cruel 
fur poacher. His uncles are both in the government service on Winter Patrols, they 
lead the chase but Brad has ample opportunity to show his courage. Very exciting and 
full of the dangers of extreme winter in the bigs woods. And of timely interest. (3/5) 


$2, 00 
Rowley, Phillis Garrard JENNY'S SECRET ISLAND Winston 
* This is an exciting story full of thrills, humor and amusing repartee, with 


the central character a young spitfire, Jenny, who lives on St. David's Island, a part 
of the Bermudas, and shares her adventures with her annoying pal, Randy Granville. 
Jenny's parents are absorbed in their poetry and leave her eompletely free, though 
carrying the burdens of house-keeping. Two little Canadians, Jean and her small sister, 
Pudge, have their share, too, but it is Jenny who is cast away on Black Parson Island 
where she finally finds the solution of the mystery of the cannon ball messages, and 
where she finds the pearls and ambergris. Good reading. And easy selling. To be il- 
lustrated by Dan Sweeney. (4/1) $2.00 
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Yates, Raymond F. FUN WITH YOUR MICROSCOPE Appleton-—Century 
Presumably boys will find this fascinating and all of it possible to work 
out at little expense. The author very carefully tells how to use a microscope even 


though a cheap one; how to collect specimens from the garden, icebox, etc.; how to pre- 
pare them; how to mount; how to play with photomicrography, building your own camera; 


how to take the first steps into bacteriology. (Feb.) 2G $2.00 ~~ 
Garbedian, H. Gordon GEORGE WESTINGHOUSE, Fabulous Inventor Dodd, Mead 
* A most excellent biography, absorbing reading. Born October 6, 1864, 


George Westinghouse was brought up in Schenectady, where he had a terrific time at 
school and later at Union College; he hated set study and all subjects but invention. 
Little is known by the public about this great man because of his hatred of publicity 
in any form. Always intrigued by the rotary motion of power production, the inventor 
of compressed air brakes, among other thing, his active mind attained a point where in 
1881 he had taken out twenty-one patents. Happy in his marriage to Marguerite Walker, 
he moved to Pittsburgh, where he discovered natural gas right under his house "Solitude" 
There were many great fights in his life notably the one with the Edison people, known 
as The War of the Currents. Completely honest in his nature, his relations with his 
workers was superb. (2/28) $2.50 


Steele, E. Me. HOW TO BE A FOREST RANGER McBride 


A comprehensive study of the various angles in the work of forest rangers,- 
preventing forest fires, fighting them, logging, engineering, reforestation, fighting 
soil erosion, work with wildlife, ete. Illustrated. ae $2.25 

3/4 
Purdy, Claire Lee STORMY VICTORY ' Messner 
The Story of Tchatkowsky 


(Repeated from p. 381, Aug. 1, 42.) This biography begins in 1844 when 
Peter Ilich was a youngster of four in Southwestern Russia where his father was a gov- 
ernmental inspector of mines. While still young his family took the trip to St. Peters- 
burg and Moscow; along the way he heard the chants of Volga boatmen. He was so sen- 
sitive that everything was immediately translated into music. Readers will learn a 
great deal of Russian history from this book; in the first part the governess tells 
Peter Ilich about the past; all his life there were wars and revolution. His was a 
career of genius, hard work, pride and instability. There are thirty music plates, 
a complete opus list, a bibliography and list of recordings. Decorations by Vera Bock. 
(Pub. ) $2.50 


Chapin, MK. WHY MEN CAN FLY Reynal and Hitchcock 


We have felt a great need for just such a book for though there have been 
scores of volumes describing and picturing all sorts of planes or telling of the 
careers of fliers, this one tells about the principles of flying, which after all 
should be learned by all the young today. (2/19) $2.75 
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Stefensson, Evelyn HERE IS ALASKA Scribner 


* Written by the daughter of the great Arctic explorer, this proved revealing 
and totally absorbing to us. The author covers all parts of this fascinating country 
and pulls one very clever stunt when she takes one small average town and describes it 
from every angle. It is to be illustrated with photographs and we hope with clear maps. 
(Pub. ) $2.50 


FIFTEEN AND UP--Fiction 
Taylor, Malcolm PX Houghton, Mifflin 


This could be read by a slightly younger age group since it’s an obvious 
adventure tale but with lots doing in the story of two young men, engineers, one Amer— 
ican and one English, in the England of 1969. Lost on a trial flight, Van, the Ameri- 
can, lands on a strange airfield -— and becomes curious about a secret international 
organization operating on the radio beam PX. Persistent shadowing reveals PX to be a 
peace-minded movement, Van and Heaton join it, use their plans for a super-speed plane 
to get the interest of two Middle European dictators, kidnap them and prevent a new 
war crisis. O.K. no more, no less. (March) {6 20 $1.25 


ADULT BOOKS FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS —- Fictton 
Kantor, MacKinlay HAPPY LAND Coward, McCann 


Good American-way-of-life-in-a-small-town flavor for a very charming, but 
rather sentimental story of a small family broken by the war, and of the way in which 
the saddened father is forced to review the events of his son's happy life, in the 
United States he died to preserve. Old Marsh was a druggist — and life ended for him 
when his son died, and he couldn't see the answers. A simple pattern which conveys 
in wholesome, natural terms, the real significance of democracy. (Jan.15) P.620 $2.50 


Mangione,. Jerre MOUNT ALLEGRO Houghton, Mifflin 


Slightly fictionized story of the author's own boyhood, in an Italian-Ameri- 
can community near Rochester. His Sicilian family stubbornly clings to the old ways- 
the lad feels out of touch with both worlds, his family's and the American world in 
which he is living. An interesting insight into the first generation of Americans 
problem, and one which school boys will find recognizable and revealing. Incidental 


and episodic in treatment but with good stories and good humor. (Full report-P. 608) 
$2.50 


Rame, David TUNNEL FROM CALAIS Macmillan 


First rate adventure thriller, with a timely theme -the plausible theory that 
a tunnel is being constructed under the channel for invasion of Britain. An imaginative 
and eager young engineer is determined to prove the fact of his theory, and he gets 
deeply involved in Channel village affairs in the process, and eventually, with the 
help of a local poacher, solves the mystery. Good picture of civilian defense prob- 
lems, spy scares, etc. in England today. And well done. (Full report -— P. 608) 
(Jan 19) $2.50 


Benefield, Barry EDDIE AND THE ARCHANGEL MIKE Reynal & Hitchcock 


A fantasy-blend of faith, romance and humor in a gentle tale of love and 
trust that conquers evil, poverty and fear. A valiant company of little people are 
transformed by two who have faith. There is Eddie, a sourish proof reader; there is 
Mandy, pickpocket, and there are others who find the world a better place through 
Perry and the archangel, Michael, in human form. (Full report - P. 621) $2.50 
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Gilligan, Edmund THE GAUNT WOMAN Scribner 





Good adventure story of the Grand Banks and the strange warfare that goes 
on there as fishermen attempt to bring in a catch sorely needed, and German subs make 
secret juncture with their supply ships in fog and storm. Good suspense. (P. 606) 
$2.50 
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Collins, A Frederick THE GREATEST EYE IN THE WORLD Appleton—Century 


A history of the implements of astronomy, how each came into being, how 
they developed, and the steps in manufacturing their parts and their whole. Also the 
aspects of the personalities, the observatories, and so on. (Full report-P. 615) $3.00 


Hellum, Amanda W. & YOU CAN WHITTLE AND CARVE Bruce 
Gotshall, Franklin H. 


Excellent basic book, on tools, woods, steps in technique, and a good ass-— 
ortment of successive projects, of increasing difficulty, 1llustrated with diagrams and 
photographs. A valuable book for craft classes. (Full report-P, 832) $2.25 


Pratt, Fletcher THE NAVY HAS WINGS Harper 


Survey of the current status of naval aviation, training operations and 
aircraft. What is the procedure for getting into that branch of service, qualifica-— 
a tions and aptitudes, pre-flight training, ground and air schooling, typical naval base, 
factory, etc. Then the different types of planes, blimps, PB's, carriers, and the 
changes in sea power brought about by aircraft, and their interdependence. (Full re- 
port — P. 10) Jem 86> Maree 3 _ $2.75 


Fernald, John DESTROYER FROM AMERICA Macmillan 


A fictionized account of the voyage of one destroyer taken over by the Bri- 
tish, and a vivid picture of what these men of the navy experience. There are cross 
sections of the life, of conversations in wardroom, among officers, and petty officers; 
there are varied problems, large and small. And after dreary hours of boredom, there 


is action. He makes it exciting, absorbing reading. (Full report - P. 616) (Jan. 12) 
$1.75 


Hersey, John INTO THE VALLEY Knopf 


A skirmish of the Marines - this is sub-titled, and it one of those miniature 
pictures that I find give a more vivid pictureof the ways of today's war than in the 
larger coverage. Here is an insignificant incidant, presented with simplicity, strength 
and great feeling - a defeat, and not victory, but it gives one a sense of sharing, as 
one experiences vividly the silent march along jungle trails, the impasse when they 
are trapped, growing panic, and withdrawal. (Full report — P 11) Feb. 1. $2.00 


| FOR PARENTS AND TEACHERS 
Patri, Angelo YOUR CHILDREN IN WARPEME Doubleday, Doran 


@ Letters from readers supplied the impetus for this book, in which a great 
teacher discusses family morale, specific problems arising from the war, problems of 
hate and insecurity and fear. Sound commonsense, a humanitarian point of view, realis- 
tic and sufficiently idealistic, - this may reach some who will not read the more 


searching books on the subject (Baruch and Wolf). (For full report, see P. 614) Jan. 22. 
$1.50 







